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From Reports to the General Assembly 


The Council would again express its alarm at the 
continued decrease in the receipts of the Assertibly 
agencies. This trend was brought to the attention 
of the last Assembly and it has continued throu 
the past year. In spite of increasing receipts by A 
churches and greatly increasing edsts, the Ags’mbly 
agencies are asked to work with inevecilllie fund 
—GENERAL COUNCIL. ys 

The total gifts of the church have increased three- 
fold [in 25 years], yet the contributions te foreign 
missions remain static! This simply means that 
while the church has registered phenomenal gains 
in its contributions to the total program, foreign 
missions has not shared in the increase. Even when 
the Program of Progress funds are included, the 
eause of foreign missions is receiving today less than 
half of the proportionate share allocated to it in 
1920, and only a little more than half of the ratio 
received in 1925. BOARD OF WORLD MIS- 


SIONS. 


The regular receipts of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension from living donors . . . amounted to $659,- 


089, which was a shortage of $409,372 from the 


S 


budget approved by the General Assembly and re- 
quested from the churches for Church Extension. 


—BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Slightly over half of the original Religious Educa- 
tion goal of $500,000 [is] still unreached, and ap- 
proximately two-thirds of the $750,000 Higher Edu- 
eation goal [is] yet to be raised. However, our 
Board has great faith in our church and entertains 
high hope that in this fifth and final year of the cam- 
paign a full accounting will be made by every 
congregation and all gifts brought up to date. 
—BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Some of our ministers are being forced to suffer 
in silence with no increase in salary since the current 
inflation began. A constantly rising cost of living 
confronts them with serious problems. The atten- 
tion of church officers is called to this need . . . In- 
adequate salaries inevitably produce inadequate an- 
nuities upon retirement. The way to insure an ade- 
quate annuity upon retirement is to see that the 
minister is paid an adequate salary during the years 


service—_BOARD OF ANNUITIES 
AND RELIEF. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Seminary Professor Wants Hebrew Required 





Continues Discussion 


(Continued from last week) 

It is, of course, true that most minis- 
ters quickly forget their Hebrew, and 
scarcely fewer make little use of their 
Greek. But would any one seriously main- 
tain that the criterion of a course lies 
in the number of people who continue 
the active study of it through life? On 
the contrary, all of us have studied count- 
less subjects, the pursuit of which we 
do not and cannot keep up, but which were 
of inestimable value in molding our basic 
patterns of thought. It is sadly true that 
many of our pastors do not (tell it not in 
Gath!) keep up any serious study at all. 
Would we, then, use this deplorable fact 
to argue that they might just as well 
never have had any of their seminary 
courses at all? 


1 AM FIRMLY of the opinion that even 
those ministers who have quite forgotten 
their knowledge of biblical languages 
have, none the less, gained certain things 
from the study of them which they could 
have gotten in no other way. They can 
at least, if they only will, use the best 
commentaries and other helps available. 
What is more, 
wrestling with the exact meaning of the 
text, the understanding that the Bible 
means what it means, and that it is their 
business to interpret it faithfully. I do 
not believe for a moment that the most 
earnest exhortation on the part of semi- 
nary professors would ever implant this 
attitude in men if, at the same time, no 
one ever taught them how to interpret 
exactly. 

Sound exegesis is the best defense 
against vagaries of interpretation. Our 
church suffers enough as it is from these, 
i. e., the opinions of those who, in igno- 
rance or prejudice, feel free to read what 
they will into the Bible. If we turn out 
generations of ministers who do not and 
cannot interpret their Bibles except at 
second-hand, we shall produce a ministry 
defenseless against such vagaries, and 
even liable to be swept away by them. 
In short, if our historic Reformed view of 
Scripture and of the function of the minis- 
ter is correct, training in the exact inter- 
pretation of Scripture is the most “prac- 
tical” thing we teach. 

For my part, | pray for a renaissance 
of biblical preaching in our church. I use 
the word renaissance advisedly but. be- 
lieve me, without censure. Withou,c a re- 
capture of the power of the biblical Word, 
our church will, in my opinion, miserably 
fail to meet the challenge before her. 
For she has no meaning but to be the 
servant of a faith, the propagandist— if 
you please—of that faith. It is absolutely 
essential, therefore, that she have a firm 
grasp on those truths which she is to 
proclaim. And the source book of her 
faith remains the Bible. To know the 
Bible, in the deepest sense to understand 
it, is the minister’s task. It is a very 
hard task, but not one that we can play 
about with in the name of expediency. 

I must protest, therefore, the false anti- 
thesis which your editorial poses when 
it asks: “which would help a ministerial 
student more—a knowledge of Hebrew or 
a knowledge of English Bible?” Is this 
not rather like asking which is more 
essential to the well-dressed man, his 
trousers or his shirt? In other words, 
are the two really mutually exclusive 
alternatives at all? You convey the im- 
pression that they are, and you lament 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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they have gained, by 
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the fact that students “must bide their 
time during two of their seminary years” 
in the boredom of study of the Hebrew 
language, to the neglect of the English 
Bible and other subjects which “would 
have stimulated and inspired them.” 


IN THE THEORY of our 
curricula, of course, 
is recognized. The study of the biblical 
languages was never conceived as an 
alternative to the study of the Bible, but 
as a tool by which the better to study it. 
But does the antithesis exist in fact? 
Does the student mark time for two years 
in the study of Hebrew, held off the while 
from the Bible itself? I see no basis for 
such an assertion in the curriculum of 
the seminary with which I am connected, 
and I believe the others are much the 
same. Here the student spends 5 quar- 
ter hours (3 hours per week one quar- 
ter, 2 hours per week the next) studying 
llebrew grammar. That it is arduous work 
no one will deny. But that is the end of 
mere grammatical drill. The student then 
brings his Hebrew as a tool to the study 
of the Bible text. In this seminary, in 
contrast to the 5 quarter hours required 
for Hebrew grammar, there are available 
to the student during his three seminary 
years some 30 to 35 quarter hours (either 
as required or elective work) of courses 
in the Old Testament alone, to say nothing 
of a similar number in the New. That 
more courses in Bible could be added is 
true, that the average student does not 
learn as much Bible as could be wished 
is doubly true. But it is simply not fair 
and not realistic to make 5 quarter hours 
of Hebrew grammar the villain of the 
piece. If our graduates do not know their 
Bibles it is not beeause they have had 
Hebrew. Hebrew or the English Bible is, 
I repeat, a completely false antithesis. 

That there are men who lack the gifts 
to profit greatly from a study of Hebrew 
is, of course, true. In certain cases such 
men should be, and frequently are, ex- 
cused from it. While this means that they 
fail to receive the B. D. degree, it is not, 
and should not be, any barrier to ordi- 
nation and to usefulness in the ministry. 
Presbyteries now have the right to ordain 
such men, and they exercise it regularly. 
But this is no argument for lowering our 
standards for the education of the minis- 
try to the point of ceasing to require the 
biblical languages for the B. D. degree. 
To do so would be a long step away from 
a sound tradition, and one we would cer- 
tainly have cause to regret. 

JOHN BRIGHT. 
Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va. 


theological 
no such antithesis 


®EDITORS’ NOTE—1. Dr. Bright is 
gravely in error in asserting that we at- 
tempted to give either “one side” or the 
other of this discussion. We might do it 
on some occasion but just now we thought 
we would save valuable space and refrain 
from doing so. 

2. Difficulties of language study or the 
necessity of giving time to ministcrial 
preparation are irrelevant to anything we 
might have said in our brief comment. 

3. The question of scholars was raised, 
not by us, but by the ad interim commit- 
tee. 

4. We did not intend to imply that the 


More Letters, p. 6 
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committee had “rigged” the questionnair, 
but simply to suggest that the specific 
questions (with the noted Omissions) 
might well be expected to produce suc, 
results. 

5. Again, the question of the relatiye 
ease or difficulty of courses has been sug. 
guested by no one but Professor Bright, 

6. We have no quarrel with sound et. 
forts to get the exact meaning of the 
Scriptures, or with Biblical preaching; we 
are for both, lest the Professor's com. 
ments make anyone believe otherwise, 

7. English Bible was used by us for pur- 
poses of illustration. We said, “for ex. 
ample” to indicate other curricular offer. 
ings needed by well equipped ministers 
today. If a man fills his schedule with 
this he cannot take that. Therefore, Pro. 
fessor Bright’s comments on _ English 
Bible as a false antithesis are beside the 
point. 

8. Again, let it be clear that we have 
not yet made any effort to develop the 
ease either for or against “Hebrew for 
All.” We have merely raised a few ques- 
tions which, it seems to us, should be con- 
sidered. 


Overture Means Opposite 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Under Overtures, page 4, THE OUTLOOK 
of May 21, the overture which has been 
sent up to the General Assembly by the 
Presbytery of New Orleans is reported to 
say just exactly what the overture itself 
does not say. The overture is as follows: 


The Presbytery of New Orleans respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly of 
1951: 

1. To declare that (henceforth) in the 
licensing of Negro candidates for the 
gospel ministry the requirements as set 
forth in the Book of Church Order must 
be fulfilled according to the common prac- 
tice of the church as a whole, 

2. To declare that omissions from these 
requirements for licensure, as _ provided 
for by the Book of Church Order in regard 
to extraordinary cases, shall not be con- 
sidered generally necessary and regular in 
the church’s practice when in regard to 
Negro candidates. 


This overture was submitted to the 
Presbytery of New Orleans by the sub- 
committee on colored work of the presby- 
tery. The point of the overture is that 
an end shall be put to the present prac- 
tice of licensing and ordaining Negroes 
who have not even come close to the 
standards for the gospel ministry required 
by the church generally. The _ conse- 
quences of the present policy are that no 
leadership among Negroes is being de- 
veloped; no plan for their education is be- 
ing taken seriously; the Negro churches 
and the Negro ministry, under the banner 
of the highly vaunted Southern Presby- 
terian Church, are pitiably weak, and, still 
worse, there is no clear avenue provided 
whereby they might be strengthened. 

Our overture perhaps will not even get 
out of committee at the General Assem- 
bly. We should wish, therefore, that the 
Overture will get at least correct publi- 
cizing in the church's papers. We shall 
thank you heartily to bring this to the 
attention of your readers. 

WILLIAM D. GRAY. 

New Orleans, La. 
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H. Ray Anderson Is 
Made Moderator of 


Cincinnati Assembly 


Asks Church Once Again 
To Become ‘‘Salt of Earth’’ 


Cincinnati (RNS) — Harrison Ray 
Anderson, pastor of Fourth Presbyterian 
church, Chicago, was elected moderator 
of the 163rd General Assembly of the 


Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. at 
sessions here. 
Chosen as successor to Hugh Ivan 


Evans, of Dayton, O., Dr. Anderson de- 
feated Allan MacLachlan Frew, pastor 
of First church, Ardmore, Pa., and 
James T. M. Wilson, pastor of Franklin 
Street church, Elmira, N. Y. 

Commissioners—as the delegates are 
called — cast 853 votes, of which 599 
were for Dr. Anderson, 129 for Dr. Frew 
and 125 for Mr. Wilson. 

In presenting the gavel to Dr. Ander- 
son, the retiring moderator expressed 
the hope that ‘‘spiritual daring will con- 
tinue to be the program of the church.” 


Corruption in Great Cities 

In his response Dr. Anderson told the 
commissioners that ‘‘we live in an 
American scene which, [ trust, has been 
shocked by the revelation of corruption 
of great cities."" He urged the church 
to “become again the salt of the earth.”’ 

“Rub it in, if necessary,” he said, 
“until it smarts, but let the Presbyte- 
rian Church cry out against this civic 
rottenness which is in Chicago and 
Philadelphia and even in Washington.”’ 

He warned the church, however, not 
to forget its primary spiritual task. ‘‘As 
a church,” he said, “let us set our 
hearts to this task with all of the 
strength and with all of the love and 
with all of the light that the Holy Ghost 
can give us.” 

Dr. Anderson’s church, with more 
than 3.000 members, is one of the 
largest in the denomination. He was 
first called to Chicago in 1928. 

Born January 24, 1893, in Man- 
hattan, Kan., Dr. Anderson graduated 
from Kansas State College in 1911 and 
from McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, in 1917. For a time, he was 
an engineer on the Los Angeles Aque- 
duct in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

The new moderator has served the 
church nationally through conducting 
Faith and Life seminars and by partici- 
pating in the Church’s New Life schools 
of preaching. He has long championed 





ANDERSON: 
rottenness. 


Cry out against civic 


the reunion of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and the Presbyterian Church US, 
and has spoken for reunion in many 
pulpits and at synod meetings in the 
South. 


Progress Toward Union 

Organic union of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A., the Presbyterian 
Chureh in the U. S. (Southern), and 
the United Presbyterian Church is ‘‘go- 
ing to come within a reasonably few 
years,” the chairman of the commission 
on inter-church relations of one of the 
three bodies predicted. 

Dr. Ralph Waldo Lloyd, president of 
Maryville (Tenn.) College, in an inter- 
view following his commission report at 
the 163rd General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A., ex- 
pressed confidence that the union would 
come about in his lifetime. 

In his report to the Assembly, Dr. 
Lloyd, who has been chairman of the 
commission for ten years, explained that 
a proposed plan of union is being held 
in abeyance until 1953 in response to a 
1948 request of the Southern Presby- 
terians that five years elapse before its 
consideration. 


Ministers’ Salaries 


The Department of Ministerial Rela- 
tions of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., reported to the General As- 
sembly here that a ‘‘large number’”’ of 
the body’s congregations underpay their 
pastors, and asked that something be 
done to remedy the situation. 

The average salary of the church’s 
8,000 active pastors is between $3,400 
and $3,700 a year. Some get as low 
as $2,100; some receive $8,000 or $9,- 
000. An official estimated that minis- 
ters’ salaries had increased 25 per cent 
in the past ten years, compared with 
increases of 50 to 100 per cent in other 
occupations. 


Board Thinks ICU 
Statement Should 
Go to Japan Mission 


Result of Appeal Would Be 
Sent to Nashville Office 


The statement by eleven missionaries 
to Japan which recently supported the 
International Christian University 
(OUTLOOK, May 21) should have been 
sent to the Japan Mission, in the opinion 
of the Board of World Missions. 

In its May meeting in Nashville the 
Board declared in a letter which was 
sent to each of the signers of the state- 
ment that ‘tin propriety and substance” 
their letter was a ‘“‘concern of the Japan 
Mission” and suggested that this state- 
ment or any other should be so directed 
with the results to be reported by the 
Mission to the Board. 

The Board expressed “appreciation 
for your zeal and interest in this mat- 
ter’’ and was of the opinion that the 
missionaries involved have “every right 
to hold and express such a judgment.” 

It is explained that the Mission’s 
statement about participation in the 
ICU was not forwarded from Nashville 
to the ICU Foundation last year because 
something like those suggestions had 
already been made. 

Although representatives of the Board 
told the 1950 Assembly that the Mission 
was unanimously opposed to the ICU, 
the current statement now says that an 
interpretation of the Mission’s attitude 
as one of ‘“‘unconditional disapproval of 
the University is not shared by 
the Board.” 


The complete statement follows: 


Dear Friends: 

The Board received on May 6&, 1951, 
the communication signed by you con- 
cerning the International Christian Uni- 
versity. Please be sure of the Board’s 
appreciation for your zeal and interest 
in this matter, and of the Board’s con- 
viction that you have every right to 
hold and express such a judgment as 
you have communicated. 

There is one point at which the Board 
would make an observation: It is sug- 
gested that the action of the Japan 
Mission has been interpreted as being 
an ‘Unconditional disapproval of the 
University.”” If such an interpretation 
has been placed on the action of the 
Mission by any one, it is not shared by 
the Board, and it does not have any 
factual justification. The Board re- 
ceived from the Mission a statement of 
suggested modifications in the princi- 
ples and procedures by which the Unit- 
versity would be governed and admin- 








istered, and under which the Mission 
expressed itself as willing to cooperate 
with the proposed University most 
heartily. The substance of these modi- 
fications had been proposed to official 
representatives of the University Foun- 
dation, and the Board was advised that 
such proposals could not be considered. 
It is erroneous, therefore, to impute to 
the action of the Mission an “unquali- 
fied disapproval’ of the University and 
the work which it undertakes. 

The Board feels that the statement 
which has been received, and which has 
been distributed to the “Church Press,” 
belongs, in propriety and substance to 
the concern of the Japan Mission, and 
it suggests that if you wish the action 
reviewed, this statement, or any other 
which will express your convictions in 
the matter, should be directed to the 
Mission for careful consideration, with 
the confidence that the Mission will re- 
port the matter to the Board. 

With assurance of the Board’s grati- 
tude for your concern in this question 
and of the Board’s dependence upon 
the workers in the field for guidance in 
resolving such matters, | am 

Sincerely yours, 
THOS. K. YOUNG, Chairman. 


Portugese Hospital Supported 


Other actions of the Board include: 

Appropriation of $5,000 toward the 
establishment of an evangelical hospital 
and clinic in Portugal. Seven 
evangelical Portugese doctors are to 
give their service to this hospital with- 
out charge. 

S. Hugh Bradley was elected to the 
Council, succeeding T. K. 


Lisbon, 


General 

Young. 
Cc. L. Buckingham resigned as a mem- 

ber of the Board in the class of 1953. 

Miss Sara Lacy resigned as a 
missionary to East Brazil in order to 
be married to Gilbert Miller. 

Three missionaries honorably 
retired: Miss Anna McQueen, after 42 
years; Miss Mary L. Dodson, 39 years; 
S. Dwight Winn, 40 years. 

William C. Muleay, of the Congo Mis- 
sion, is in this country on an emergency 


has 


were 


health furlough, with his family fol- 
lowing as soon as possible. Miss Ruth 
Collette of the North Brazil Mission, 
will return in June on an emergency 
health furlough. 

The work budgets for all mission 


fields were increased for the first time 
in several years, although requests have 
been made in previous years. 

Since Belgians celebrate the 60th year 
as the jubilee year, the Congo Mission 
is this year in its jubilee celebration, 
with observances continuing through the 
fall. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


in addition 

to those alreadv reported, include: 
Winthrop College: J. Walter Dick- 

son, Jr., Belmont, N. C., baccalaureate, 





Commencement speakers, 


May 27. 

Park: Clem E. Bininger, Kansas 
City, baccalaureate, June 3; Roy Rob- 
erts, Kansas City, commencement, 
June 4. 
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HONORARY DEGREES 


Arkansas College: D. D.: Roy L 
Davis, Little Rock, Ark.; L. T. Law- 
rence, Hope, Ark.; Harvey T. Kidd, 
Blytheville, Ark. 

Austin College: LL. D.: James B. 
Boren, president, Midwestern Univer- 
sity, Wichita Falls, Texas; Lamar D. 


Fain, oil producer, Wichita Falls, Texas; 
D. D.: R. Lloyd, Big Spring, 
Texas; D. Se.: Rupert B. Lowe, vice- 
president Bakelite Co., New York. 

King College: LL. D.: Samuel H. 
Hay, pastor, Morristown, Tenn.; D. D.: 
M. O. Sommers, Kingsport, Tenn.; Robt. 
Edwin McClure, Asheville, N. C. 

Southwestern at Memphis: D. D.: 
Edward Miller Nesbitt, Sommerville, 
Tenn.; G. Roland Sims, Anniston, Ala.; 
H. H. D. (Humanities): Walter Dun- 
can Bellingrath, Mobile, Ala.; Dorothy 
Smith Haberyan, Shreveport, La.; L. 
H. D. (Humane Letters): Enoch Brown, 
president Memphis Publishing Co., 
Germantown, Tenn., Turner Catledge, 
executive managing editor, New York 
Times, New York; LL. D.: Boylston 
Green, vice-chancellor, the University of 
the South, Sewanee, Tenn. 

Presbyterian College (S. C.): 
Alex R. Batchelor, Atlanta, Ga.; 
D. Brearley, Myrtle Beach, S. C. 

vark College: LL. D.: Roy Roberts, 
president, Kansas City Star. 

Maryville College: D. D.: Walton W. 
Rankin, Philadelphia; J. Edward Kid- 
der, Berwyn, Md.; Howard M. Welsh, 
Maryville, Tenn; Réymond J. Dollen- 
mayer, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Hampden-Sydney: D. D.: Howard H. 
Gordon, First church, Bluefield, W. 
Va.; D. Litt: Clarence Paul Miles, 
Blacksburg, Va.; LL. D.: Alan Churchill 
Woods, Johns Hopkins University, and 
Clayton Epes Williams, Washington and 
Lee University; D. Sc.: Douglas S. Free- 
man, Richmond, Va. 

Presbyterian Junior College: No 
honorary degrees are awarded, but the 
William Black Award was given for the 


yage 


D. D.: 
Cecil 


first time for ‘‘outstanding personal 
service (not administrative) in evan- 
gelistic and church extension work in 


honor of the Rev. Wm. Black, one of 
the synod’s greatest soul-winners”’ and 
an early promoter of the plan to estab- 
lish PJC. John W. Luke, Glendale 
Springs, N. C., was cited for this honor 
“in recognition of his unselfishness and 
devoted Christian service in Winston- 
Salem Presbytery since 1927 as beloved 
pastor of seven small churches, organ- 
izer of five new congregations and 
leader in the erection of seven church 
buildings.”’ 

Davidson College: D. D.: Lawrence 
G. Calhoun, missionary to Brazil: Jas. 
T. Cleland, professor of homiletics, Duke 
University; D. Se.: Lauchlin M. Currie, 
vice-president, National Carbon Co.; D. 
Ped.: Harry P. Harding, superintendent 
Charlotte, N. C., schools; Ll. D.: Mar- 
shall S. Woodson, president, Flora Mac- 
donald College; Ernest E. Norris, presi- 
dent, Southern Railway System. 


Westminster (Mo.): D. D.: John 
Paul Jones, Brooklyn, N. Y., Harold B. 
Weir, Chillicothe, Ohio; LL. D.: Alben 
W. Barkley, vice-president of the Unite 
States; Melvin A. Casberg, dean, St, 
Louis University Medical School; Try- 
man L. Ingle, Superintendent, Missourj 
School for the Deaf, Fulton; Glenn R. 
Morrow, dean, University of Pennsy}- 
vania; Paul B. Jamison, vice-president, 
International Shoe Co., St. Louis. 


SEMINARY DEGREES: 

Graduate degrees awarded by the 
seminaries, in addition to those listeq 
here May 28, include: 

Austin Seminary: Th. M.: Geo. M. 
Sullivan, San Marcos, Texas; Eggo 
Hafermann, of Germany. 

Columbia Seminary: Th. M.: Gabriel 
Abdullah, Jacksonville, Fla.; Cheves kK. 
Ligon, Decatur, Ga. 

Louisville Seminary: Th. M. 
Araujo Durado, of Brazil; 
James, Perryville, Ky. 


: Audato 
Wm. £. 


Flora Macdonald Will 
Train Pastors’ Assistants 


Beginning next fall, Flora Macdonald 
College, Red Springs, N. C., will offer 
courses in the departments of Bible and 
Christian education in order to enable 
students to go directly into salaried posi- 
tions as pastors’ assistants or to go on 
for graduate work in Christian educa- 


tion. Miss Margaret Bowen, now D. 
R. E. at the Highland Park church, 
Dallas, Texas, has been named to the 


faculty to assist in this program. Courses 
to prepare church organists and church 
secretaries will continue to be offered. 


D&E Announces Plan to 
Train Parish Assistants 

Davis and Elkins College in West 
Virginia has announced provisions 
whereby students may now be trained as 
Parish Assistants in order to be placed 


immediately upon graduation. An- 
nouncements say that courses. will 
enable women to step directly mmto a 


position in a church as a D. R. E. Work 
is already offered for church secretaries. 


D&E has also been selected for 
establishment of a senior R. O. T. C. 
Air Force unit, with freshman and 


sophomore years required and the ad- 
vanced course leading to commission as 
Second Lieutenant in the U. S. Air 
Force. 


Delegates Named to 
Kalamazoo Meeting 


Presbyterian, US, delegates to the 
Bible study conference sponsored by the 
World Student Christian Federation at 
Kalamazoo, Mich., June 17-26, include: 
Miriam Wilson, Tallahassee, Fla.; Jan 
Owen, Lexington, Va.; D. Mac Brown, 
Atlanta: Emily Keyser, University of 
West Virginia: Madge Logan, Univer- 
sity of Tennessee; and A. D. Hildebrand, 
Miss. State College. 
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@ The retiring moderator of the Presbyterian, USA, Assembly 


opens the Cincinnati meeting with a four-fold call 


“They shall run and not be weary.” 
—Isaiah 40:31. 


There are two directions in which a 
Christian may run. He may run away 
from events or he may run toward or 
ahead of them. All of us will agree that 
critical decisions force us to run. Walk- 
ing is out of date in a world that moves 
as fast as ours today. Life that is 
speeded up is the day by day experi- 
ence of all. 

One expects that those who run in the 
wrong direction will become weary. For 
them there is no kope of unwearied 
power. These are the people that run 
away from life. They hide themselves 
from the real issues and the real de- 
cisions which they have not the courage 
to stand up and face. They have come 
to the conclusion that there is no power 
to help them, and they are tired and 
weary of it all. 

Other Christians run toward events. 
They refuse to be left behind, or 
cowardly to beat a retreat. For both 
groups of runners there is a word from 
ancient times: ‘‘God is neither faint nor 
weary.”’ Here is the assurance of con- 
stant power which is available for every- 
one. Those that wait upon the Lord 
have a renewal of strength. They find 
themselves with inexhaustible resources, 
so they run and are not afraid. They 
face the competition of a pagan world 
with zest and enthusiasm. 

Because I have seen unwearied peo- 
ple running with patience, I ask all to 
turn their eyes to the spectacle of a 
church being renewed steadily by the 
unwearied power of God. These peo- 
ple possess unwearied spiritual power 
to meet the extraordinary demands of 
this day. They have four sources of 
power: the Word, Prayer, Fellowship, 
and the Holy Spirit. Let us examine 
each of these sources of power. Each 
of them reflects a resurgence of faith 
which I have felt in all my journeys 
throughout the entire church. 


The Word 


Just yesterday, the Bible was for 
Many people a neglected book. It is 
still undiscovered by millions. Yet, 
throughout the church, ministers, lay- 
men, and youth know that the Bible 
is a hook of power. This has come 
about through careful teaching of the 
Bible in the Sunday school. in the col- 
leges, and in the seminaries. Our Chris- 
tian colleges are making a great con- 
tribution to this source of power 
through excellent courses of study. 
Strong, well-equipped theological semi- 
Mary faculties are providing a constant 
stream of preachers whose inspiration 
is the Holy Scriptures, Everywhere, I 
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Unwearied Power 


By HUGH IVAN EVANS 
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have found earnest men and women de- 
voting hours on end to studying and 
teaching the Word of God through the 
aid of our church’s excellent New Cur- 
riculum. . ‘ 

Our church is a church that puts the 
Bible first. It is our textbook. We read 
it to find and know God and what duties 
He requires of us. But, above all, our 
members are urged to give the Bible a 
place of greater use. Let it be read in 
the privacy of one’s room, about the 
family circle, and everywhere Christians 
gather together in small or in large 
numbers. Let all use it to keep us in 
the love of God and build up our most 
holy faith. 


Prayer 


Prayer is a source of power. This, 
everyone will agree, is of supreme im- 
portance. As we meet here, we are con- 
scious of the struggle of physical power 
in Korea. National power is thrown 
against national power through the in- 
strumentality of bombs, tanks, and jet 
planes. But, deep down in our hearts, 
we know that this kind of power is not 
going to win ultimately. There is nwo 
hope of final victory in arms alone. Our 
men and women in the service of the 
United Nations are performing a sacri- 
ficial service for peace, liberty, and 
democracy. They are in our hearts to- 
day. They defend right and liberty. 
They hold the line while the moral and 
spiritual forces of the world seek to lay 
the foundations of universal world-wide 
peace. Durable peace will come if 
prayer on the part of millions of people 
releases spiritual power. . . 

But, many people have neglected to 
use prayer as a source of power. They 
are urged to restore prayer to its proper 
place for the growth of spiritual stature. 
However, I bear witness today to a host 
of men and women whose lives are like 
the lives of early saints because of their 
constant prayer. There are those rein- 
forced day in and day out with vital 
energy which has come through daily 
communion with God. From coast io 
coast, and from the Arctic to the south- 
ernmost Andes, every group of Chris- 
tians has one or more representatives 
of this unwearied power through prayer. 
What I have observed is but a token of 
the record of our Christian groups on 
the home and foreign field. This is a 
glorious record. 


Fellowship 


Another source of unwearied power 
is the fellowship of believers. Many who 


were weary in well doing because they 
worked alone have found unwearied 
power in the fellowship of those who 
love the Lord. These are little colonies 
of heaven. You will find them among 
the Eskimos, the Indians, the Negroes, 
the Cubans, the city dwellers, and 
among those on the prairies and in the 
mountains. Here is the New Testament 
fellowship repeated again and again in 
this 20th century. 

This power is exhibited first in the 
fellowship of the World Council of 
Churches; and in our National Council 
of Churches; and through them in our 
own Presbyterian Church with its more 
than 8,500 congregations. In this fel- 
lowship, there is a hand extended to all 
the Christians in the world who will 
take our hand and work together for 
the Kingdom of God on earth. 

It is through this fellowship that men 
are organizing themselves into chapters, 
women into societies, and youth into 
fellowship groups. These groups are a 
source of unwearied power wherever 
their influence is felt. 

This is not a day in which Christians 
should indulge in the luxury of fighting 
each other. The need of fellowship is 
so great that all of us who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity ought to be 
joined together in Christian love. 


The Holy Spirit 


Let me speak of the power of the 
Holy Spirit. This is the Living Pres- 
ence. “Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” It is the 
Christ of Galilee who meets us not only 
as intercessor at the right hand of God, 
but in the daily walk of life. He comes 
to us as the Living Presence through 
the Holy Spirit. There is a translation 
of the word ‘‘alway’’ in the Great Com- 
mission which intrigues me very much. 
It reads: “Lo, I am with you every 
day.”” This is the source of power which 
is unwearied because the supply comes 
from our God who faints not, neither 
is weary. The everyday presence is like 
Jamie’s “little stone which shone in the 
dark, to look at in his sleepless hours,” 
as Thornton Wilder suggests in ‘‘The 
Bridge of San Luis Rey.” The spirit of 
the living God is the Living Presence 
empowering us in the darkest days... . 

This unwearied power must be ap- 
plied to a closer relationship between 
the churches. In our entire inter- 
church responsibilities and opportunities 
we must be closer together. Let no one 
believe that without the power of the 
Holy Spirit, the seamless dress of Christ 
will be restored. But, with the guid- 
ance of the Spirit and the unwearied 
power that is given, we will take our 
part as Presbyterians in bringing new 








understanding and new methods of 
working together to promote the unity 
of the churches of Christendom. 

But, again, the racial and national 
tensions need constant effort and the un- 
wearied application of the love of God. 
Here we dare not slow our pace. At 
our peril, we neglect these critical 
issues. If unwearied effort is expended, 
we can bring to the relief of racial and 
international tensions a new era of love 
where there has been intolerance and 
hate. Bigotry and prejudice will feel 
the superb, unwearied power of love, 
good will, and understanding. 

Corruption, bribery, deceit in high 
places find the church an unwearied foe. 
We will not let up at any point. Here 
I appeal to you to go on record for the 
restoration of character in all our civic 
and political life. Let us increase our 
respect for life and property and the ap- 
preciation of genuine ethical values in 
every field. The lowered moral stand- 
ards which lead to the belief that 
miracles of luck can be substituted for 
honest effort and solemn work, along 
with intemperance, divorce, war and the 
social evils growing out of war must not 
win in the contest with Christian con- 
science and character. 


Keep on Daring 


Let us continue to dare. Let good 
men and women outstrip the agents of 
evil. Let Christian forces move out into 
the arena to run the race and achieve 
the prize. In this let us contend for the 
faith of our fathers. 


“If you have run with men on foot, and 
they have tired you out, 
then how can you keep up with 
horses? 
If you take cover in a land of peace, 
then what will you do in the jungle 
of Jordan?” 


Fathers and brethren, we have the an- 
swer: 


“They that wait upon the Lord shall re- 
new their strength. 
They shall run and not be weary.” 


At this sacrament today, I bid you 
think of a sacrament in the tropics 
where a barefoot preacher, with your 
Moderator, distributed the bread and 
wine. He had so instructed his parish 
that each Christian arose in testimony 
of his belief before he took the ele- 
ments. 

Will you also think of other fellow- 
Presbyterians taking the sacrament in 
the uttermost ends of the earth, on St. 
Lawrence Island in the frozen north. 
There in our parkas and mukluks, we 
celebrated the Lord’s Supper where life 
is hard and cruel. Yet, even the tiny 
children watched the distribution of the 
bread and wine as their elders partook. 
conscious of an unwearied power which 
in some way was setting their parents 
apart for the Lord’s work, And, in he- 
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tween the tropics and the Arctic, thou- 
sands and millions of our people stretch 
out their hands to us as a cloud of wit- 
nesses. 

Is it possible that their hands are the 
hand of God upon us in this sacrament? 
The prayers and good life of countless 
Christians surround us in this sacra- 
ment. You are solemnly the represen- 


tatives of all who seek unwearied power 
to sustain them in their struggles for 
the cause of Christ. In quietness ang 
trust shall be our strength—and theirs. 
During the moments of this sacrament, 
let us pray that unwearied power may 
be given to them and us to pray, to 
unite, and to speak out in a continued 
program of spiritual daring. 





Letters to the Editors 





Urges Complete Separation for Snedecor 





Favors Separate Negro Church 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In THE OUTLOOK of April 30, I see 
that the Board of Church Extension will 
recommend to the 1951 Assembly that 
Snedecor be dissolved. This is a splendid 
recommendation, if it will go far enough. 
Snedecor should be dissolved, separated 
from the Southern Presbyterian Assem- 
bly, turned over to the Negroes, property, 
funds and all, to handle it for themselves 
and independently of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, 

That course will be practical and com- 
port with commonsense. The other de- 
nominations have separated the Negro 
churches from the white churches and 
both have succeeded better. It seems to 
me that the Negroes would approve of it 
and be ready to receive this gift into their 
own hands. The Southern Church could 
then contribute to them as it should see 
fit. 

I have known Snedecor all my life, and 
I can remember back sixty years or more. 
My father was a minister at Pontotoc, 
Miss., in the old Chickasaw Presbytery, 
now East Mississippi Presbytery. He 
favored, as many others that far back, the 
separation of the colored churches and the 
white churches. . . 

JOHN F. FRIERSON, Elder. 

Columbus, Miss. 


Goodspeed and the Miraculous 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The review in your April 9 issue of 
Goodspeed’s Life of Jesus by Professor 
Julian Price Love has left me perplexed 
and troubled. Professor Love notes that 
Mr. Goodspeed assumes that there is “a 
rational explanation of all events” and 
that he regards the miraculous as legend- 
ary. Professor Love nevertheless con- 
cludes that “this book is written with 
deep devotion to Jesus as master and with 
evangelical faith in his divine and human 
nature. .” and that the reader shares 
“intimately the agony of approach to Cal- 
vary and the triumph of his resurrection.” 
Having stripped Jesus of all the miracu- 
lous which is attributed to him in the 
Gospels, Goodspeed nevertheless is devoted 
to Jesus as master. What kind of a mas- 
ter can this be? What authority does he 
have? Is not the Incarnation the Grand 
Miracle? What remains of the Gospels if 
we strike from them every passage in 
which the supranatural is present? Or is 
the term “divine” used in such a diluted 
sense as to empty it of all content? What 
can Calvary mean to a purely human 
Jesus, or to us? For surely, Jesus cannot 
be God if there is nothing of the miracu- 
lous about him. How does Goodspeed re- 
ject the miraculous and yet accept the 
resurrection? I can only come to the con- 
clusion that while Goodspeed does not be- 
lieve in the miraculous in the person and 
life of our Lord he himself is able to per- 
form miracles of logic. 

Is it not incumbent on Professor Love 
to explain how a person of Goodspeed’s 





views can embrace “an evangelical faith 
in his [Jesus’] divine and human nature’? 
There must be many who would like to 
know how the two can be harmonized. 
AMRY VANDENBOSCH. 

Lexington, Ky. 

I agree with Dr. Vandenbosch that 
yoodspeed is inconsistent in his Life of 
Jesus when he treats the miracles as 
legendary, and yet at the same time 
warmly champions the resurrection and 
manifests his devotion to Jesus as Lord; 
but I cannot agree that as a reviewer of 
his book it is incumbent upon me to ex- 
plain how the two can be harmonized. 1 
have simply stated the existence of these 
two things together. 

I myself believe as strongly as does Dr. 
Vandenbosch in the reality of the miracu- 
lous. Goodspeed does not. However, I 
must not let this fact blind me to the 
equally obvious fact that in his book he 
very warm-heartedly accepts allegiance to 
Jesus as his risen Lord. Many men have 
just such logical contradictions in their 
faith, but we put ourselves in the place 
of judges if we assume that because of 
their poor logic we can deny the genuine- 
ness of their faith. Dr. Vandenbosch rep- 
resents, as I see it, a grave danger here in 
the church. What is really incumbent 
upon all of us is to acknowledge the gen- 
uineness of men’s faith wherever it is so 
obviously manifest as it is in Goodspeed’s 
Life of Jesus. We must leave in God's 
hands whatever errors of reasoning they 
may show. 

JULIAN PRICE LOVE. 

Louisville, Ky. 


Church Worker Series 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I have been using as a basis for 
our prayer service the last’ several 
weeks THE OUTLOOK articles on Church 
Workers. I think one felt need in prac- 
tically every Presbyterian church is a 
knowledge on the part of all its members 
as to what the duties and opportunities 
of the various offices in the church really 
are. I believe that an occasional sermon 
on the office of Deacon or Elder, as all 
of us hear, is not enough. A down-to- 
earth presentation before a representative 
group of lay people at prayer service or 
some other suitable gathering will in- 
struct not only the officers but also the 
ones who elect the officers. To that par- 
ticular service at which we discussed the 
Elder, for example, all Elders were per- 
sonally invited to be present; this pro- 
cedure is carried out for all others. 

J. WALTER DICKSON, Jr. 
Belmont, N. C. 


Are you publishing the comments made 
in THE OUTLOOK concerning Deacons, 
Elders, Ushers, etc., in pamphlet form? 
If you ean do this, I believe you will be 
doing the church a great service. It has 
really proved helpful here. . ° 

RALSTON R. RAMSEY. 

Jackson Springs, N. C. 
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Dower preachers Are Scheduled 








8 for For Orlando Services 
tin Preachers scheduled for the various 
ment churches in Orlando, Fla., when the As- 
, may sembly is in session there on June 10 
ay, to have been announced by R. H. McCaslin 
inued of the Park Lake church as follows: 
Presbyterian 

—— First. 9:30, P. D. Miller; 11:00, the 

Assembly service, Wm. H. McCorkle, by 

appointment of the retiring moderator. 
r Calvary. 11:00, Edgar A. Woods; 
~~ 7:30, Jos. B. Overmyer. 
ture’? Grace-Covenant, 11:00, Jack Powell; 
like to 7:30, R. T. L. Liston. 
ed. Maitland, 11:00, Frank B. Estes: 
SCH. 7:30. Harvey T. Kidd. 

Oakland, 11:00, E. D. Grant; 7:30, 

nh that Eugene L. Daniel. 
Life of Park Lake, 11:00, J. L. Fowle; 7:30, 
les as (. Darby Fulton. 
4 a Reformed, 11:00, P. B. Hill, 
: Lord: Leesburg, 11:00, Wade H. Boggs. 
peyhng Baptist 
ized. 1 First, 11:00, Henry Wade DuBose. 
f these College Park, 11:00, Frank Alfred 
— Mathes. te r Oo U 
miracu- Plymouth, 11:00, MeCoy Franklin. 
ever, I 
to the Methodist 
meres First, 11:00, Vernon S. Broyles; 7:30, IN YOUR WILL—Your will is the last message you will 
- tn Marshall S. Woodson. 
. Broadway, 11:00, J. G. Patton, Jr.; give to the world. By including a bequest to Foreign 
e place 7:30, Alton H. Glasure. ati ‘ 
anee of itiege Wide, 41:00. Gna. 4. Wake: Missions, this message can be made one of love for all 
ae 7:30, Leigh R. Scott. on re | 
here in Pinecastle, 11:00, W. L. McColgan. 
‘umbent Goss Memorial, 11:00, John K. 


he gen- | Roberts: 7:30, James S. Gray. FOR A MEMORIAL FUND—You could create no 





it is so . 

2 Reeves M ‘ial, 11:00, 4 a * . . . 
ee — © finer memorial, in your name or in memory of a loved 
n God's Passiglia. 
ng they Winter Park, 11:00, Marion A. Boggs. one, than to establish a fund on our books, the interest 
LOVE. = Other from which will contribute each year to the spreading of 

Winter Park Congregational, 11:00, 
C. G. McClure. the Gospel. 
Central Christian, 11:00, Wm. E. 
Phifer . . . . 
asis for —_ Is there any better way of signifying our love for Him 
several : Negro ’ 
 Chureh Mt. Olive Methodist, 11:00, I. C. than by devoting as much of our property as may be 
in prac- Harper. : 
ch is 8 i Mache Metbetht 11:08 & & practicable to the advancement of Christ's Kingdom? 
members 
rtunities Fortune. 
-h really Shiloh Baptist, 11:00, Moses E. 
‘ James. 
“a . as Missi he ; For full information on how to make such Chris- 
lown-to- le og a anny Regie, 13:08, tian legacies or memorials, write the undersigned 
Jos. B. ers 
sentative 5 Rodgers. today. The Board will welcome the opportunity 
pion of discussing plans with you, and will be happy 
wi in- 


aan 1 to assist you in any possible way. 
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EDITORIAL 


Some of the Overtures 


The overtures annually submitted to 
the General 





Assembly reveal an inter- 
esting side of our church’s life—and of 
the thinking or attitudes of the groups 
which send them up. Most of these 
were summarized here in the issues of 
April 30 and May 21. Let us look at 
some of them. 

There are 
impractical ones: 
bytery 


some impossible and/or 
For example, a pres- 
proposes an Assembly’s board, 
set up to examine ministerial candidates 
for ordination in regard to their train- 
ing and knowledge. Obviously, this 
would demand a full-time operation and 
a considerable budget, not to mention 
the mechanics of administering such a 
program. Besides, the  presbyteries 
would still come along with their own 
examinations. 

There are the perennials, with un- 
ceasing efforts on the part of centrally 
inspired and financed propaganda op- 
posing our church’s cooperation with our 
fellow-Christians in national bodies. 
However, there are very few overtures 
this year opposing the National Council 
and/or the World Council of Churches. 


There are paradoxical overtures, as 
the one from Holston Presbytery want- 
ing people who represent our church to 
protect what that presbytery conceives 
to be the ‘time-honored position re- 
garding the separation of church and 
state’’ and at the same time demanding 
that such representatives or others up- 
hold the status quo in matters which it 
by the same token looks at as church- 
state matters. 

Norfolk Presbytery sees an unwar- 
ranted increase in our agency personnel 
and overhead and wants this matter 
studied. Strangely enough, if our Gen- 
eral Council had been in position to 
staff its Research Division we could have 
a continuing study of all such matters. 
It might not be a bad idea to make a 
definite check on this point of a grow- 
ing bureauracy, and this we propose to 
do for our readers. 

One of the largest groups of overtures 
directs attention to an area where it 
had been predicted earlier some ques- 
tions would be raised. These presby- 
teries caution against the large increase 
in the number of agency publications 
and want the trend turned toward a 
concentration of these promotional or- 
gans. It has seemed inconceivable to 
some observers that one or two agencies 
could develop their promotional papers 
and magazines with other agencies con- 
tent to lose out in the competition for 
the church’s interest. In the midst of 
everybody’s clamor for attention, then, 
each agency would get less and less. 

Dallas Presbytery’s request to amend 
the form used in licensing ministers will 
be widely understood. This presbytery, 
with many another, wants the man who 
seeks to be received as a minister in 
our church to put himself on record as 
promising ‘‘to seek to cultivate a truly 
Christ-like spirit, full of understanding, 
forbearance, gentleness, courage, and 
goodwill’; and, in addition, to promise 
“‘to seek to spread Christianity by your 
personal witness and through the benev- 
olent program of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States to the end 
of the earth.’’ Some of our presbyteries 
have long been careful at this point as 
they received ministers into our church. 
They have had several extremely un- 
happy situations and they have come to 
see that certain types of men, funda- 
mentally hostile to our program and in- 
stitutions, were seeking haven and the 
benefits offered by our fellowship. 

We appear to be accumulating over- 
tures asking that the Assembly’s meet- 
ing be scheduled when it will not con- 
flict with summer conferences. That 
conferences are important none will 
deny, but men involved in conference 
leadership will not be permanently kept 
away from our Assembly as was true of 
our large college and university per- 
sonnel for many years. Now, the As- 
sembly comes immediately after com- 
mencement in most of our institutions, 
enabling us to have the valuable repre- 
sentation of these men, A man who hag 





to miss leadership in a young people's 
conference will be able to be on hand 
for it next year. Indeed, this will spread 
the available resources and may help 
to keep conference leadership from get- 
ting inarut. That, it should be recog. 
nized, is sometimes needed. 





In Passing 


A Column of News and Opinion 





SALARIES of pastors are classified in 

the annual Annuities and Relief re- 
port to the General Assembly. Among 
other items of interest, this table shows 
that a year ago there were five pastors 
receiving less than $1,000 a year; now 
there are two. (Presumably the reduc- 
tion has come about by death.) The 
seven pastors receiving $10,000 a year 
or more are now increased to eight. (No 
deaths; most people could live on $10,- 
000 a year.) 


* * ok 

NOW. Friendship New York, 

which provides most of the printed 
helps for the Missionary Education 
Movement, has just published a highly- 
readable little book of the digest variety. 
It is called NOW! Everybody Needs the 
Church. This is really Home Missions 
up-to-date, and with a challenge. (35c, 
paper.) 


Press, 


— *” 7 

LADY ASTOR was recently interviewed 

on a TV-Meet the Press session just 
before sailing for England. On this 
program she was asked about a trip 
when she, Bernard Shaw and others 
were the first persons from outside 
Russia to interview Stalin. The Rus- 
sian leader, she said, asked why the 
British governed so much of the world. 
Replying, she told him to look at the 
map and see that tiny country, com- 
pared with the rest of Europe. Its pre- 
dominance, she said, could not be ex- 
plained by might, but rather “it must 
have been something that was right in 
their thinking. I believe when they 
translated the Bible into the common 
tongue, the common people became 42 
uncommon people and did their own 
thinking.” In a letter commenting on 
this, she writes, “I might add . . that 
the Bible-reading Protestant countries 
are not under dictators — England, 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Holland, the 
United States, etc. Rub that in to those 
who feel Churchill has failed!” 

. * lel 

CHURCH PROPERTY REPORT—It is 

extremely unfortunate that one of the 
most important reports to be considered 
jeneral Assembly will not )? 
available until commissioners arrive in 


by the 


Orlando. This is the report on church 
property by the Permanent Judicial 
Committee. 
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No. 11 in a series on the Ten Commandments (II-c) 


A PROTESTANT MASS?! 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





—_—_ 


N A SMALL MAGAZINE for U. S. A. 
Presbyterian pastors, there appeared 
last September an article advocating 

a Protestant mass. Its writer was rather 
yehemently denounced not only in a 
subsequent number of the same maga- 
zine, but also by one of our own de- 
fenders of the faith. Now that that hot 
proposal has been on ice for some time, 
it may be worth while to take it out 
and examine it, in connection with the 
Second Commandment, to see what is 
really wrong with it. 

What was actually proposed was this: 
i. Let mass be observed not in Latin 
but in whatever tongue the congrega- 
tion uses. 2. Let there be no element 
of idolatry in it. 3%. In general let it 
be Protestant, not Catholic. The 
preacher who made the proposal (and 
got no backers) thought that we might 
have both high and low mass, that we 
could make it optional, that it would 
include ‘‘pageantry, music, ecclesiastical 
dress, and possibly bells and candles; 
also altar boys and antiphonal singing.”’ 
4. Let it be “‘substantially the celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper.” 

The argument in favor of the pro- 
posal is that “if millions of Roman 
Catholics get some good out of the mass, 
it may be that there are benefits in it 
that would bless the Protestant also. 
There must be some benefit from the 
mass.”’ 


HE CASE against a _ Protestant 
mass can be stated in two simple 
propositions. 1. A Protestant mass 

would not be a mass at all. All the 
altar-boys, censers, bells and candles 
from here to Rome would not make a 
mass. Every Roman Catholic authority 
would say as much. It might amuse 
some Roman Catholics to see Protes- 
tants aping something they do not un- 
derstand, but it would shock the more 
serious Catholics, for to them the whole 
proceeding would be a parody of some- 
thing they hold sacred. To understand 
how a Roman Catholic would react, one 
has only to recall a somewhat parallel 
case some years ago, when a couple of 
students in the Mid-West conducted a 
“communion” service in which the bread 
and the wine were held to represent the 
fertile earth and the brotherhood of 
man, or something like that. Whatever 
that service was, it was no Christian 
Lord’s Supper. So whatever a Protes- 
tant service with altar boys, ecclesiasti- 
cal dress and pageantry might be (a 
thing of beauty or a monstrosity), it 
would not be a mass. The Roman 
church has a monopoly on it; let it 
keep it. 


JUNE 4, 1961 


What exactly is the essence of the 
mass? It is not at all the same as 
communion. Catholics attend mass much 
more often than they take communion. 
The essence of the mass is this: it is 
the (alleged) repetition of the sacrifice 
of Christ. It is in itself an oblation or 
offering, not simply a memorial. In it 
a miracle is performed: the bread and 
the wine are changed into the actual 
body and blood of the Lord. This 
miracle, according to Roman teaching, 
can be performed by a priest and only 
by a priest. This miracle of transub- 
stantiation, like all miracles, is held to 
be irreversible. That is why the officiat- 
ing priest or priests must drink all the 
remaining wine; that is why the laity 
are not allowed to drink, lest a drop 
of the precious Blood be spilt. That is 
why the ‘host’? or consecrated wafer, 


now no longer bread but the actual 
body of Christ, has to be ‘reserved’ 
on the altar in a special place, the 


“tabernacle.” 

No Protestant church could celebrate 
a mass, because, from the Roman point 
of view, the minister in such a church 
is not a priest; he cannot perform the 
miracle which is the very essence and 
heart of the mass. The Roman ideas 
about the mass and the priesthood took 
a long time to develop. When in the 
16th century our forefathers went back 
to the New Testament for the inspira- 
tion and the authority of the reformed 
church, they were glad to carry over 
from the Roman Catholic church what- 
ever they found in the Bible—for in- 
stance, the belief in the Holy Trinity. 
But they did not find the mass in the 
Bible, and neither can we. Quite the 
contrary. 


HIS BRINGS UP the second simple 
proposition: 2. Even if by some 
special dispensation of the Pope 

we could get permission to celebrate 
mass in a Protestant Christian church, 
it would violate the second command- 
ment. The essence of idolatry consists 
in treating a creature as if it were the 
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Creator. In the Lord’s Supper we do 
not venerate the bread; in the mass the 
worshipper is directed to look directly 
at the bread (or the wine, as the case 
may be) and say, ‘“My Lord, and my 
God!”’ Incidentally, he is awarded an 
indulgence for so doing, but that is 
another story. 

Now, in the Lord’s Supper, we know 
that the bread is still bread; it is a 
symbol of our Lord’s sacrifice, but it is 
not the Lord himself, and our Lord is 
in no way tied to or into it. To venerate 
it is to confuse a thing with a person, a 
created thing with the The 
whole theory of the mass violates the 
basic principle of Biblical religion, 
namely that God is sovereign, not man. 
If the mass were what it is claimed to 
be, if it did what it is alleged to do, 
God would be at the disposal of a man; 
God could be carried about in a box. 
A prayer, written by a Roman Catholic 
is addressed to Christ 
‘lonely tonight in so many tabernacles,” 
altars of dark- 


Creator. 


naval chaplain, 


meaning alone on the 
ened churches. 

We Protestants do not mean to be 
irreverent, but we cannot believe that 
Christ is shut up in any tabernacle on 
any altar. The Divine is not thus under 
the control of any To suppose 
that this could be true, or to act as if 
it were, is the very essence of what the 


Second Commandment forbids. 


man. 
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DONT YOU BELIEVE IT! 


The scandals and corruption un- 
earthed by the Kefauver investiga- 
tions are not typical of American 
municipal government. 

For reassurance in the American 
way, read 

The Story of 
Charles Howell Demarest 


One of the Few 


by David F. Demarest 
Concerning a Presbyterian in politics: 
“Tf we had more such citizens, strong, 
sturdy, manly, Christian gentlemen, 
there would be no question as to the 
future of our country.” 

—Norman Vincent Peale, D. D., 
Marble Collegiate Church, New 
York 

“The story of a great, busy, useful 
and consecrated life.’’ 

—Charles Haddon Nabers, D. D., 
Litt. D., First Presbyterian 
Church, Greenville, S. C. 
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Every Church 
can have 
Fine Chimes 


Here are the chimes you’ve 
been waiting for—an instru- 
ment that combines unusually 
high-quality tone with a price 
so low that any church can 
afford it. 

It’s the new Schulmerich 
“ChimeAtron” (by the makers 
of the famous “Carillonic 
Bells’). Full twenty-five notes, 
G to G. Plays melody and 
harmony. 


@ Plays with any organ 

@ Serves as tower chimes 

® Combines with Schulmerich auto- 
matic devices 

®@ Has remote control, button operation 

@ Plays from organ keyboard or its own 

@ Lowest priced instrument of its type 


We'll be glad to supply further 
information; please write us. 
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Improving Condition 
Of Negro Is Cited 


Mississippi News Letter 


“The South is making striking im- 
provements in educational opportunities 
tor Negroes, and within the next decade 
will reap large gains from the invest- 
being made.”’ This state- 
made by D. Gale Johnson, 
associate professor of economics at the 
University of Chicago, in an address to 
the Social Round Table at 
Mississippi State College recently. ‘‘Con- 
the economic 
the Negro will come with 
(1) migration from the South, (2) in- 
creased demand for labor resulting from 
industrial expansion in the South, and 
(3) better education and training,’”’ he 


ments now 


ment was 


Science 


tinuing improvement in 


status of 


said. Meanwhile, white church people 
are engaging in various benevolent 
services on behalf of Negroes. The men 


of East Mississippi Presbytery, sponsor- 
ing Negro work during the past year, 


made their final payment on the new 
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church in Okolona at their spring meet- 
ing. The women of the Starkville 
church, for another example, are main- 
taining a day nursery for Negro chil. 
dren. 


Sockman Says Trouble Comes 
From Failure to Practice 


The reason for today’s chaos should 
be clear to anyone, Ralph W. Sockman, 
nationally-known Methodist minister of 
New York, told Mississippi Southern 
College Students in a recent convoea- 
tion. Speaking to these students op 
their Hattiesburg campus, he said, “We 
are in despair about the present world 
situation because we don’t primarily 
practice the principles that lead to the 
solution of our problems. We must 
struggle for the cultivation of the things 
in which we believe lest those beliefs 
be undermined.” 


Important Changes Seen 
In State’s Rural Areas 


During the 1940-50 period a popula- 
tion group exceeding a half-million, or 
approximately one-third of the present 
rural population of Mississippi, migrated 
from rural areas, according to Harold 
F. Kaufman, head of rural sociology at 
Mississippi State College. In a talk 
about the strategy for the small church, 
before East Mississippi Presbytery, Mr. 
Kaufman said the church is about the 
only institution in the community that 
has not changed. The presbytery heard 
a report of the effective program de- 
veloped by the Tupelo Area Council, 
involving Presbyterian US and USA 
churches. Charles Hanna, Louisville 
Seminarv graduate and son of C. Morton 
Hanna of the Louisville faculty, will 
become pastor of the Nettleton US and 
USA churches, as a result of the Area 
Council’s activity. 


Tupelo Editor Calls for 
More All-Out Response 


“The next 15 years ought to be the 
most important years in the history of 
America,” George McLean, editor of 
the Tupelo Daily Journal, told the 
young adults of East Mississippi Pres- 
bytery, as he challenged them to take 
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, full share in the church’s program. 
“the revolution in America did not oc- 
cur in 1776,” he said, “but in the 15- 


year period from 1760-1775.” A per- 
gon, he said, “can talk to 30 Presby- 
terians and it would not bother any- 
pody, but let half as many Communists 
meet and the whole state would be 
alarmed.”’ 


Church People ‘‘Raid”’ 
Taverns With Prayer 


A group of ministers and laymen 
“raided” six taverns in Hancock County 
near Picayune, but prayers and hymns 
took the place of the traditional guns 
and badges. Fourteen clergymen and 
five laymen, mostly Baptists, visited the 
taverns on Saturday night and were re- 
ceived courteously by patrons and 
owners. ‘““‘They turned the place over to 
us and called all other activities to a 
halt while we sang and preached,”’ they 
reported. However, when a larger 
group of 35 went on the same excursion 
the following night they met outright 
opposition. Several tavern owners re- 
fused the group admission and told 
them not to come back any more on 
Saturdays or Sundays. One proprietor 
told them that ‘‘churches are the place 
to preach.”” (RNS) 


State Institutions Make 
Adaptations of Courses 


Ministerial students and future 
church musicians will find added help 
in two Mississippi colleges next fall. A 
new specialized curriculum leading to a 
bachelor of music degree in sacred 
music will be offered at Mississippi State 
College for Women. Graduates will be 
qualified as ministers of music, organ- 
ists and choir directors. Pre-minis- 
terial students who enroll at Mississippi 
State College next fall will find the cur- 
riculum planned for them, offering phi- 
losophy and religion, basic courses in 





SUMMER SCHOOLS 

PREPARATORY: Begins June 4, 
1951. High School Subjects 

JUNIOR COLLEGE: Begins June 
11, 1951. Freshman and Sopho- 
more Courses. 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION: Be- 
gins June 4, 1951. Typewriting 
and Shorthand. Night Classes in 
Accounting and other business ad- 
ministration courses. 

CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH class 
for foreign students. 

Pleasant surroundings, good fellow- 


ship, Christian emphasis, daily 
chapel, recreation. Women ad- 
mitted. Veterans enrolled. 


Accelerate your 
military service. 
FALL SESSION BEGINS SEPT. 3, 
1951. WRITE FOR CATALOG. 


EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE 


Presbyterian Junior College 
Box BR., Maxton, North Carolina 


education before 








natural sciences, and other courses ia 
social sciences and the humanities. 


Personalia 


Richard A. Bolling, Cleveland pastor, 
has been appointed to the State Medical 
Education Board by Governor Wright. 
This board has charge of scholarships 
for medical students who agree to de- 
vote part of their practice to rural areas 
of the state. . . Presbyterian laymen 
of Mississippi continue to make signifi- 
cant contributions to the life of the 
State: Maurry Knowlton, Shelby elder, 
is the new president of the Delta Coun- 
cil; Frank E. Everett, Jr., elder from 
Vicksburg, is president of the Missis- 
sippi Economic Council during its third 
year; Hugh White, elder in the Colum- 
bia church, an ex-Governor, is candidate 
for another term. . . A new feature 
of the synod’s conference program will 
be a retreat for ministers, June 25-26, 
with such leaders as Felix B. Gear, 
Vernon S. Broyles, Howard H. Thomp- 
son and Jas. G. Patton. 


Miscellany 


The Temperance Committee of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention will 
sponsor a state-wide program this sum- 
mer to elect public officials who will en- 
force the liquor laws of this legally-dry 
state. . . Southern Baptists, having 
recently had a church-wide evangelism 
campaign, are now planning a simul- 


taneous stewardship study course for 
the fall of 1953. Ministers of 
Humphreys County, impatient with the 
laxity of gambling and liquor law en- 
forcement, recently organized a county 
ministerial association and called a mass 
meeting in Belzoni to consider the prob- 
lem. The congregation of Jack- 
son’s First church expects to be in the 
new building by mid-summer. 

Central Church, Jackson, looks toward 
early 1952 as the completion date for 
the current $250,000 building program. 

ROBERT F. SLOOP. 
Starkville. 


Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 





Character 


student. 
Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 


equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President. 











1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


A liberal arts college for men 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 
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OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 
As fares Stillman, so 


fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 





Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 


@Why not send your per- 
sonal] contribution, today? 
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Greek Orthodox Church Seeks 

Membership in National Council 
Chicago (RNS)- 

Chureh in 


The Greek Orthodox 
America applied for 
membership in the National Council of 
Churches, Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
the Council, 


has 


general secretary of an- 
nounced here. 

The 
Archbishop Constantinidis of 
York, the Greek Archdio- 


cese of North and South 


church’s application, 
Michael 


head of 


signed by 


New 
America, was 
read «ct a meeting of the Council’s Gen- 
the 


Coun- 


Final action on 
taken at the 


eral Board here. 


application will be 


cil’s biennial assembly next year. 

Admission of the Greek Church would 
bring to five the number of Eastern 
Orthodox bodies affiliated with the Coun- 
cil. 


Some Pastors Are 
Part-Time Farmers 

When the recent federal price control 
order was issued, January 26, 1951, the 
cost of subsistence living for a family of 


four was $3,437. This is an increase 
of $445 sinee 1947. 
Many pastors are raising home pro- 


duce to cut down the present high cost 


of living. In a study made by the Rural 


Department, Drew Seminary, Madison, 
N. J., of 1,171 pastors, it was foung 
that 932 of them had a vegetable 
garden, 403 raised small fruits anq 
roots, 190 had a parsonage orchard, 157 
raised poultry, 127 raised their ow 
meat, and 41 had a milk cow. 

The reason these men can do thege 
things is because 561 of them (49.5%) 
were raised on a farm and 317 more 
grew up in a village or a small town. 

One farm-reared minister says, “T be- 
parsonage should be on 
a plot of ground containing at least four 
This man has seven members 


lieve a rural 


acres.”’ 
in his family. 
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As goes this throng of youth, 


so in the years to come goes 
the nation - - and the world! 


Atheistic communism will be defeated decisively only 


in the realm of ideas. 


Never have national and international interests called 
more loudly than today for leaders who are motivated by 
the spirit of Christian service and who seek Christian 


solutions for our problems. 


The Christian colleges are production lines for Chris- 


tian leaders. 


It would be poor strategy in these years of crisis for Pres- 
byterians to fail to keep their colleges strong and vigorous. 


Our colleges are counting on you. 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 


Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary 


Box 1176 - 


Richmond, Virginia 








SEMINARIES 


Austin 
Columbia 
Louisville 
Union 
General 
School 


Assembly’s Training 


COLLEGES 


Agnes Scott 
Arkansas 

Austin 

Belhaven 

Centre 

Davidson 

Davis and Elkins 
Flora Macdonald 
Hampden-Sydney 
King 

Mary Baldwin 
Montreat 
Presbyterian 
Queens 
Southwestern 
Stillman 
Westminster 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Lees 
Lees-McRae 
Mitchell 
Peace 
Presbyterian Junior 
Schreiner Institute 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The Spread of the Gospel 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 17, 1951 


Acts 1:8; 4:5-12; 
The rapid spread of Christianity 
through the Mediterranean world fol- 
owing the death, resurrection, and 


ascension of Jesus stands out as one of 
the most remarkable occurrences in hu- 
man history. ‘‘Never in the history of 
the race,”’ says Latourette in his monu- 
mental work on The Expansion of the 
church, ‘“‘has this record ever quite been 
equalled. Never in so short a time has 
any other religious faith, or for that 
matter any other set of ideas, religious, 
political or economic, without the aid 
of physical force, or of social or cul- 
tural prestige, achieved so commanding 
a position in such an important cul- 
ture.” The beginning of this mighty 
movement, its inspiration and its power, 
is described in the Book of Acts. 


|. Its Inspiration: The Great Commission 


The spread of the gospel, first into 
the Roman Empire, and later unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth was in- 
spired by the Master himself. He in- 
timated on more than one occasion be- 
fore his death that the expansion must 
take place, but it was after his resur- 
rection that the obligation which rested 
upon his disciples became definite and 
inescapable. We find the Great Com- 
mission, as we call it, repeated in five 
diferent forms on five different oc- 
casions, once in each of the four Gospels, 
and then in its final form in the Book 
of the Acts. 

It came on this last occasion in reply 
to a question: “Lord, dost thou at 
this time restore the Kingdom to Is- 
rael?’””, Jesus replied, ‘‘It is not for you 
t0 know times or seasons (the Greek 
words mean either the exact time or 
even the general period) which the Fa- 
fixed by his own authority. 

It is strange how often through 
history Christians have disregarded 
these plain words of Jesus and figured 
that the time was near, that Jesus was 
knocking at the very door. The one 
thing that Jesus said that he himself 
lid not know (Mark 13:32), the one 
thing that he said we could never know 
(Acts 1:8) is the one thing that some 
Christians in every age are so sure that 
they do know. Such calculations re- 
sarding the Second Coming of Christ 
are futile and tend to distract men’s 
ninds from their true Christian mission. 
Perhaps Jesus was thinking of this, 
when he said, “It is not for you to 
know times or seasons, which the Father 
has fixed by his own authority; but you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 


ther has 
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28:15-16, 30-31 


has come upon you. . 

It is plain from these words of Jesus 
that whatever else is involved in the 
reception of the Holy Spirit, it certainly 
includes power, not physical or intellec- 


tual power, but moral and _ spiritual 
power. As we read through Acts it is 
plain that the disciples did come to 


possess a new power of this sort: power 
to apprehend God — in their time of 
need they were always conscious of his 
presence; and power to carry out God’s 
will for their lives—as Paul put it, 
‘“‘when I am weak, then am I strong,” 
and again “I can do all things in him 
who strengthens me.”’ (II Cor. 12:10; 
Phil. 4:13) 

Jesus said: ‘You shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be my witnesses. 

The disciples’ primary task, as 
they understood it, was to witness for 
Jesus. They had no economic panacea 
to offer, no knowledge of science to re- 
veal, no political thesis to maintain— 
only a fellowship with Jesus which they 
were expected to share. It was as wit- 
nesses that the disciples set out upon 
their mission; as men under compulsion 
to declare that which they had seen and 
heard that ultimately they defied the 
highest authorities of church and state. 


“You shall be 


” 


Jesus said, my wit- 
nesses in Jerusalem. In one of 
his sermons, Dwight L. Moody said: “I 
imagine that Peter said, Lord, you 
really mean that we are to go back to 
Jerusalem and preach the gospel to 
those men that murdered you? Yes, 
said Christ. Go hunt up that man that 
spat in my face; tell him that he may 
have a seat in my kingdom yet. Yes, 
Peter, go find that man that made that 
cruel crown of thorns and placed it on 
and tell him I will have a 
ready for him when 
into my kingdom, and there will be no 
thorns on it. Hunt up that man that 
took a reed and brought it down over 
the cruel thorns, driving then into my 
brow, and tell him [I will put a scepter 
in his hand, and he shall rule over the 
nations of the earth, if he will accept 
salvation. Search for the man that 
drove the spear into my side, and tell 
him there is a nearer way to my heart 
than that. Tell him [ forgive him freely 
and that he can be saved if he will 
accept salvation as a gift.”’ 


my brow, 


crown he comes 


This is an imaginary conversation, 
but it may be very close to the facts. 
At any rate it makes it clear that Jeru- 
salem was not the easiest place to be- 


gin. The disciples, all of them except 
Judas, came from Galilee, and Galilee 
had always been more hospitable to 


Jesus’ message than Judea. Jerusalem 
was indeed the home of Jesus’ enemies, 
the place where he had been crucified. 
It was, therefore, the most difficult place 
for them to begin, but on that very 
count the most strategic place. If the 
church had arisen first in Galilee, 
skeptics would have said then and now, 
“Jesus was crucified in Jerusalem, the 
story that he had arisen originated in 
Galilee, therefore it is not worthy of 
credence.” How grateful we can be 
that it arose instead in Jerusalem, 
where there was the empty tomb, where 
the whole movement would have col- 
lapsed like a punctured balloon, if only 
someone had been able to produce the 
body of Jesus. The fact that it was 
not produced, that the gospel, founded 
upon the fact of Jesus’ resurrection, 
arose in Jerusalem, where he was cru- 
cified, makes it more evident that our 
faith has a firm, unshakable foundation. 

Jesus said, ‘‘You 
nesses in 


shall be my wit- 
Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria.’’ In the Greek these last 
two regions are backeted together. And 
that is significant. Jesus said in effect, 
It is not enough to go into Judea among 
your own people, you must also go into 
Samaria, to the people whom as Jews 
you have hated and despised. You can- 
not bypass these people with whom you 
do not get along and hope to succeed 
in your wider mission among a people 
whom you do not yet know. You can- 
not expect your gospel to bring men 
into a world-wide brotherhood until it 
demonstrated its to break 
the barriers that exist here at 


has power 
down 
home. 

Jesus said, ‘‘You shall be my wit- 
Jerusalem and in all Judea 
to the end of the earth.” This 
then was their final goal. As set forth 
more fully in the Gospel according to 
Matthew, they were to make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that Jesus had commanded 
them (28:19-20). 


nesses in 
and 


II. Its Beginning, Among the Jews 


In Acts, Luke attempts to tell us how 
the early disciples sought to carry out 
this great commission of their Lord and 
Master. The book is called Acts of the 
Apostles. As a matter of fact, it con- 
fines itself to the activities of only two 
of the apostles—Peter, the leader of the 
Twelve, and Paul, who became the great 
missionary to the Gentiles. 

Peter was the most dynamic figure in 
the early church, as he had been earlier 
among the disciples. It was he who 
made the first public proclamation of 
the gospel on the day of Pentecost, ten 
days after the ascension, less than two 
months after the resurrection. As a 
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believers were 
baptized, and the growth of the church 
had begun. 

A few Peter healed a 
lame man at the entrance to the Temple. 
A crowd attracted and Peter ex- 
plained that the miracle had _ been 
wrought through the power of the risen 
Christ. The believers was 
increased to five thousand. The authori- 
ties the growing 
directed against 
So Peter and John were arrested 


thousand 


result, three 


weeks later 


was 


number of 
became alarmed lest 
movement become 
them. 
and the next day were arraigned before 
the Sanhedrim, the governing body of 
the Jews under the Romans, 

Luke that Annas, the high 
priest, was there, and Caiaphas (a for- 


tells us 


mer high priest, and still the most in- 
fluential umong the priestly 
aristocracy ), John Alexander 
and as many as were of the kindred of 
the high 
who had railroaded Jesus to his death, 
in Jerusalem, 
men who were utterly unscrupulous and 
who would stop at nothing (as the death 
to put an end 
to any man or movement which threat- 
ened their privileged position under the 
Romans. 


fizure 
and and 


priest. These were the men 


the most powerful men 


of Jesus had revealed) 


Peter and John, humble men, with- 
out influence or ‘‘pull’’ in the city, were 
brought this awesome tribunal 
and asked, “By what power or by what 
“Then Peter, 


before 


name did you do this?” 
filled by the Holy Spirit. ” ae 
Holy Spirit is God in us, Christ in us. 
We are filled by the Holy Spirit when 
we allow him to take possession of our 
lives, when we are directed by his wis- 
and his strength. 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said 
to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, if we are being examined today 
deed done to a 
this man has 


dom sustained by 


concerning a good 


cripple, by what means 
been healed, be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel (evi- 
dently this was a meeting open to the 
public), that by the Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
God dead, by 
this before you 


This is the stone which was re- 


name of 


whom raised from the 


him man is standing 
well. 
which has 
And 


jected by you builders, but 


become the head of the corner. 
there is salvation in no one else. 

This was an amazing declaration. It 
was a bold and sweeping claim that the 
man whom they crucified 
few weeks before on a hill outside the 


had only a 


city walls was alive and active in the 
world, that he was indeed the promised 
Messiah, the and only Savior of 
mankind. It was a bald and unrelieved 
charge that the official representatives 
of the nation unjustly slain the 
Messiah and set themselves against the 
eternal purposes of the Almighty. And 
this claim was advanced, this charge 
was hurled, by a man who only a short 
time before had quailed before the ques- 


tion of a servant maid and denied with 


one 


had 
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an oath that he even knew the Master. 
How can we explain this transformation 
which had come over Peter, this new 
readiness to risk his life for the Mas- 
ter whom he had so recently denied? 
There is only one explanation. Since 
then, Peter had seen the risen Christ 
and been baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
It was the proclamation, here summar- 
ized, sustained by this faith, inspired 
by this experience, that explains, not 
merely the boldness of Peter and John, 
but also the growth of the early church, 
and indeed its subsequent growth down 
to this very day. 

On this occasion Peter and John were 
released after a solemn warning that 
they must preach no longer in the name 
of Jesus. Their only reply was ‘‘we 
cannot but speak of what we have seen 
and heard.”’ The disciples as a whole 
bear their witness, even 
after they were scourged for their dis- 
obedience (Acts 5:41-42), even after 
and deadly persecution drove 
them from the city (Acts 8:3-4). Peter 
himself remained in Jerusalem until 
the sentence of death had been passed 
upon him, and then departed on his 
wider journeys which ended only when 
he was finally crucified in Rome during 
the great Neronian persecution. 


continued to 


severe 


Ill. Its Spread Among the Gentiles 


Meanwhile the gospel was spreading 
among the Gentiles. Paul was the cen- 
tral figure here. He had been born in 
Tarsus, an important city in the Roman 
Empire, the only born out of 
Palestine, the only one who had a “‘col- 
education, the only one who had 
inherited the privileges of being a Ro- 
man citizen, the only one, seemingly, 
thought in ‘‘global’’ terms. A 
zealous persecutor of the church, he had 
been converted through the appearance 
of the risen Christ. He proclaimed his 
faith in Christ first in Da- 
mascus, then, but only for a short pe- 
riod, in Jerusalem, and then, for nine 
years in the neighborhood of Tarsus. 
After that he labored for a year in 
Antioch, the third city of the Roman 
Empire, where a mixed church, com- 
posed of Gentiles as well as Jews, had 
opened a the expansion 


apostle 


lege”’ 


who 


new-found 


new epoch in 
of the church. 

The following year Paul and Barna- 
bas set out on a missionary tour which 
carried them through the island of 
and the Roman provinces of 
Pamphylia and Galatia on the main- 


Cyrpus, 


land. Churches predominantly Gentile 
were founded in Antioch or Pisidia, 
Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. After a 


short rest Paul and Silas embarked on 
a second missionary journey, which led 
them unexpectedly and _ providentially 
from Asia into Europe. Gentile churches 


were founded in the provinces of Mace- 


donia (Philippi, Thessalonica, and 
Beroea) and Greece (Athens and Co- 
rinth). A third missionary journey, 


lasting for three years, resulted in the 


planting of churches in Asia, one ot 
the richest and most populous provinces 
of the Roman Empire. The most im. 
portant of these churches was in Ephe- 
sus, the fourth largest city in the 
Empire. 

Paul’s heart was set on continuing 
West, first to Rome, and then to Spain, 
the rapidly growing province on the 
“‘frontier.”” He felt, however, that he 
must first go to Rome, to halt, if he 
could, the growing breach between the 
Jewish and Gentile wings of the chureh, 
Palestine, moving toward the disastrous 
war with Rome which ended a few years 
later in the destruction of the Jewish 
state, was seething with patriotic fervor 
and with bitterness against any Jew 
suspected of friendship toward the Gep- 
tiles (appeasement, it would be called 
today). Warned by all his friends Pay] 
persisted in venturing into this hornet’s 
nest, and barely escaped with his life, 
Rescued by the Roman military from a 
Jewish mob, he was imprisoned for 
three years in Caesarea, and finally on 
his own appeal sent as a prisoner in 
bonds to Rome. Shipwrecked in the 
Mediterranean, Paul and his companions 
were cast up on the shores of Malta, 
where they spent the winter. The next 
Spring they resumed their journey to 
Rome. Landing at the port of Puteoli 
they made the rest of the journey by 
land on the famous Appian highway. 


Luke says nothing of the beauties 
along the way, or of the greatness of 
the imperial city. As he thinks back 
over this part of the trip after the pas- 
sage of several years there stands out 
only the kindness of Christian friends— 
the Christian brethren who entertained 
them at Puteoli, though they had never 
them before; the brethren who 
came out of Rome to meet them at the 
Forum of Appius, which was forty-three 
miles from the city; and the others who 
met them at Three Taverns, ten miles 
from Rome. As Paul approached the 
greatest city of the world, not free to 
preach the gospel, as he had hoped, but 
in chains, his heart sank. But as he 
met these brethren along the way he 
was greatly encouraged. That is not 
hard to understand. Paul was sensitive 
to human affection as all of us are; 
he depended on his friends as all of 
us must do; and the attitude of these 
Roman Christians cheered his heart. S0 
he thanked God and took courage. 

For two years Paul remained it 
Rome, a prisoner awaiting trial, free to 
converse with all who sought him out, 
and to preach Christ to the Roman 
soldiers who constantly guarded him. 
His example encouraged other Chris- 
tians who hitherto had been afraid to 
speak openly of their faith (Phil. 1:12 
14). And so, in spite of his bonds, the 
church began to grow in the heart of 
the Roman Empire. In a very fe¥ 
years it became the largest and strong- 
est church in the Empire. 

The Book of Acts breaks off at this 


seen 
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point—why we do not know. Perhaps 
Luke’s purpose was fulfilled, to show 
how the church began to spread ‘unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth.” He 
was able to write out only the first 
chapter. The story will continue until 
the Kingdoms of this world have be- 
come the Kingdoms of our Divine Savior 
and Lord. And if the Gospel is to 
spread as it should we shall need not 
only great preachers like Peter and 
great missionaries like Paul but a host 
of devoted men and women, whose 
names shall not be remembered, like 
those “whom when Paul saw he thanked 
God and took courage.”’ 


(Lessons commentary based on “In- 
ternational Sunday School Lessons: the 
International Bible Lessons for Chris- 
tian Teaching,’ copyrighted 1951 by 
the Division of Christian Education, 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U. S. A.) 


BOOK NOTES 


THE QUAKER STORY. By Sidney 
Lucas. Harper and Brothers, New 
York. 144 pp., $1.75. 


The Quaker Story has an evident ap- 
peal in these days, for so many versions 
of it have appeared in recent years. 
This is one of the briefest accounts, but 
for that very reason one of the most 
pointed, and for the average reader one 
of the best. 

The author does not belong to the 
school of filial piety, as James Truslow 
Adams describes it, one who writes only 
to laud. He allows us to see some of 
the excesses into which the enthusiasm 
of the pioneers betrayed them; some of 
the inevitable difficulties that arose 
when individuals sought to identify the 
light that is them with the only Light 
of the world. He tells how tradition 
triumphed for a while over the Spirit; 
how even Quakers became conformed to 
this world rather than transformed by 
the renewing of their mind. But this 
is only because the author writes as a 
true historian, realistically, understand- 
ingly as well as lovingly, and knows 
that the Friends have a great story 
which the natural weakness to which 
all men and all communions are prone 
cannot conceal. 

We wish the author had told us a 
little more about some of the modern 
activities of the Quakers, the work of 
the American Friends’ Service Commit- 
tee, for example, but, on the whole, this 
is well balanced as it is and a very well 
written account of one of the great 
“sects” of Christendom. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 





THE DAGGER AND THE CROSS. An 
Examination of Christian Pacifism. By 
Culbert G. Rutenber. Fellowship Pub- 
lications, New York. 134 pp., $1.00. 


Here is a short, clear and readable 
Presentation of Christian Pacifism at its 
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best by one who is a sincere pacifist. 
What interested this reviewer (a non- 
pacifist) is that the author is excep- 
tionally free from the self-righteousness 
which pacifists sometimes wear like a 
home-made halo. Mr. Ruthenber admits 
that the subject has many questions 
“about which good men will always 
differ.’’ 

The book will convince few non- 
pacifist readers to become pacifists (it 
is not written from that point of view), 
but it will certainly give the non-pacifist 
a real understanding and appreciation 
of the pacifist position. It will relieve 
him of many misconceptions regarding 
the pacifist position and will thus free 
him of much of his prejudice (if he has 
any) toward pacifists. The book will also 
reveal the weaknesses of the pacifist 
position and the wide range of disagree- 
ment within the pacifist camp. 

BEN L. ROSE. 

Bristol, Va. 
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

for the First Presbyterian Church, Dur- 
ham, N. C. Excellent working conditions 
and equipment; growing Sunday school; 
satisfactory salary. Previous experience 
desired. Position now vacant due to resig- 
nation of former DRE to take work in 
Japan. If interested, write Dr. Kelsey 
Regen, 305 E, Main St., Durham, N. C., for 
detailed “vocation analysis” or “job de- 
scription” of the position. 
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America’s Most Beautiful Bible... now 
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meet every Bible need. 

No. 455CM— Maroon leather; limp covers; 
gold edges; silk marker; concordance 
and maps. 

No. 454CB—Same; Blue leather. 

No. 453C—Black leather; overlapping cov- 
ers; gold edges; silk marker; concordance, 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


SEMINARY PROFESSOR 
W. McIlwaine Thompson, 

Syndney, Va., 

to a new 








Hampden- 
has been named 
professorship at Union Semi- 
the department of 
Thompson, a son of W. 
the seminary 
Davidson Col- 
the Hampden- 
Two years ago he re- 
Ph. D. degree for graduate 
work in ethics at Yale University. 
Robt. White Kirkpatrick, elected last 
year as associate professor of homiletics 
at Union Seminary, has been named to 
a full 


pastor, 
nary (Virginia) in 
ethics. Dr 
Taliaferro Thompson of 
faculty, taught Bible at 
going to 


lege before 


Sydney church 


ceived his 


professorship. 


CHANGES 

Geo. W. Marston, Westminster Ortho- 
dox Evergreen 
Park, Chicago, lLll., is to be the new 
pastor of the Olivet church, RFD, Char- 
lottesville, Va. 

John F. Elliott, pastor of the Salem, 
Va., church, has presented his resigna- 


Presbyterian church, 


tion to his congregation and announced 
his intention of organizing an indepen- 
dent church in the adjoining Roanoke 
community. 

Wm. KE. 


Texas, to 


EKverheart§ from 


3404 


Athens, 


Moss Lane, Amarillo, 
Texas. 

Jas. H. Ala., has 
accepted a call to the Spring Hill, Ala., 
church effective July 1. 

David A. Huffines, Jr., Monroe, N. C., 


has resigned his pastorate at the Beth- 


Gailey, Evergreen, 


lehem church and is beginning residence 
work at Union Seminary looking toward 
the Th. D. Address: 3401 
Brook Road, Richmond 27, Va. 

Wilbur R. 
S @.- 


degree. 


Parvin 
to Lugoff, S. C. 
John C. Ramsay from Richmond, Va., 
to 1707 Mie 
Tudor 


from Winnsboro, 


St., Laredo, Texas. 

Paul High Point, 
N. C., to 3809 Seminary Ave., Richmond 
27, Va. (Grace Covenant church.) 

Douglas 


Jones from 


Bremer, who is graduating 
will 
newly-organized Spring- 


Address: 223 N. 


from Dubuque 
the 


church. 


Seminary, become 
pastor of 
dale, Ark., 
Shiloh. 

R. W. Moody from West Trenton, N. 
J., to 1420 N. E. 12th Oklahoma 
City, Okla. 

Jas. E. 
to the 
terian church. 


St., 


Eddy 
Frenchburg, 


from Pittsburgh, Pa., 


Ky., United Presby- 

(has. EK. Terry from Mexico, N. Y.. to 
2400 Noble St., West Lawn, Pa. 

Alden H. Trickey from Cayuga, Ind., 
to Green Valley, Ill. 

Chas. M. 
N. C., to 202 Second St., Newport, Tenn., 
through Aug. 31. 

D. P. McGeachy 
maw, N. C 

J. R. 
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Ramsay from Greensboro, 


from Lake Wacca- 
. to Montreat, N. C. 


Miller, who has been stated 


supply of the Cleveland, Tenn., church, 
will become pastor of the new Trinity 
church, Jackson, Miss., and will also 


be head of the department of Bible afd: 


religious education at Belhaven College. 

Gaston Boyle, Sanford, N. C., is the 
new minister of the Johns Island, S. C., 
church. 

J. Holmes Smith, UI, formerly of 
Lake Park, Ga., is assistant pastor of 
the First church, Jacksonville, Fla. 

John L. Newton from Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to 826 Springdale Rd., N. E., 
(Atlanta, Ga. 

Chester D. Denham, White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va., has accepted a call to 
the Covenant church, Winston-Salem, 
N. C., effective July 1. 

David C. Morton, formerly of Bethany 
church, Brooklyn, N. Y., is now pastor 
of the North Tampa (Fla.) church. 

Fred Zitzmann, formerly of the As- 
Presbyterian Church of North 
America, is the new minister of the 
Wildwood and Bushnell, Fla., churches. 

Russell D. Toms, Columbia Seminary 
senior, has been licensed by St. Johns 
Presbytery and will become pastor of 
the Covenant church, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla. 


sociate 


SPEAKER 

Albert J. Kissling, Riverside church, 
Jacksonville, Fla., will be the inspira- 
tional speaker for the National Council 
of Churches’ conference at Lake Geneva, 
June 18-23. 


McMULLEN AND SUCCESSOR 

Robt. J. McMullen, executive secre- 
the United Board for Christian 
Colleges in China, recently paid 
the meeting, with 
Luce presenting him with a 
volume of more than 100 letters in ap- 
preciation of his service. On June 30, 


tary of 
was 
tribute at 
Henry R. 


annual 


1952 he 


sultant for 


will become secretary eof 
the Board and William 
associate, will become 


Fenn, now 


ecutive secretary. 


BISHOPS’ PRESIDENT 

Arthur J. Moore, Methodist Bishop 
Atlanta, Ga., has been elected presiden| 
of the Council of (Methodist) Bishop 
succeeding J. Ralph Magee of Chicago 
During the summer Bishop Moore wif 
replace Ralph W. Sockman on NBC 
National Radio Pulpit for eleven wee 


D. R. E.’s 

Katherine Alexander, DRE for 
Associate Reformed church, Rock Hilf 
S. C., will have the same position 
the First church (US), Salisbury, N.C 
July 15. 





WE 
TEACH 
HIM 


Ivo Stern 


Ivo Stern, Schreiner student fre 
Mexico City, is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church of Kerrville. 
is a captain in the staff of the Schrein 
Cadet Corps. 


SCHREINER 


PRESBYTERIAN MILITARY CO 
(High School Dept.) 


Kerrville, Texas 
Andrew Edington, Pres. 








COLLEGE 


RED SPRINGS, N. C. 


FULLY ACCREDITED 
SENIOR COLLEGE 
AND CONSERVATORY 





Dr. Marshall Scott Woodson, President. 
Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Dean of College. 
Mrs. P. P. McCain, Dean of Students, 


FLORA MACDONALD 





@ Distinctive Christian Education 


PSS 


Clinton, S. C. Box C 


@ Military Training in R.O.T.C. 


esbyterian College 


eos 


Marshall W. Brown, President 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 

















